
win prizes. The first 200 

people receive a free Inter-

national Migratory Bird 

Day poster.  

   Migration route stops 

include the QNWR scenic 

overlook, Peace Church 

and Dozier Winery, where 

lunch will be served from 

11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Mi-

grants will pass the bald 

eagle nest, where the fe-

male is incubating eggs. 

Spotting scopes will be set 

up at the overlook and 

Peace Church, which is 

celebrating its 120-year 

anniversary, will be open 

for tours and refreshments. 
        Please see Rally, Page 2 

   Follow the birds and 

“migrate” the Wetlands 

and Wildlife Scenic By-

way on Saturday, May 8, 

leaving Quivira National 

Wildlife Refuge and arriv-

ing at the Kansas Wetlands 

E d u c a t i o n  C e n t e r /

Cheyenne Bottoms Wild-

life Area where prizes 

a w a i t  s u c c e s s f u l 

“migrants.” 

   This new event, held on 

International Migratory 

Bird Day, mimics spring 

migration, with partici-

pants heading north and 

stopping along the way to 

“fuel” up. The end point 

for birds is a choice nest-

ing site. For Rally partici-

pants it is a chance to win 

a Klamath hiking pack 

valued at $160 and other 

prizes for adults and kids. 

   The event runs from 9 

a.m. to 3 p.m., beginning 

at Quivira Refuge, where 

participants pick cards, 

featuring migrating birds, 

that are worth points. As 

the migrants drive the 

route, stopping at three 

sites and KWEC, they pick 

situational cards describ-

ing hazards or advantages 

encountered by their bird 

that subtract or add points. 

Those with the highest 

points have a chance to 

Migrate with the birds 
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Friends of Quivira  

Purpose 
 

To support the 

development of 

Quivira Refuge by:  
 

Increasing aware-

ness of QNWR and 

its contribution to 

the community; 
 

Sustaining the 

organization’s pro-

grams, including 

education, publica-

tions and special 

events; 
 

Recruiting volun-

teers and raising 

funds. 
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Find fun at annual Fishing Clinic 
   Start summer vacation out right at the 

Quivira National Wildlife Refuge An-

nual Fishing Clinic and Derby on June 5. 

   The Kids Fishing Pond will be re-

stocked with fish in anticipation of the 

hordes of kids ready to test their fishing 

skills learned at the Clinic. Several vol-

unteers and refuge staff will provide les-

sons on fish identification, water safety, 

knot tying and casting. 

   Registration begins at 8:30 a.m., with 

the clinic running from 9 to 10 a.m. This 

event is for kids age 14 and younger. The 

kids will switch stations every 15 min-

utes. Advance registration is encouraged 

to insure adequate supplies and meals. 

To register, contact the Refuge at  620-

486-2393 or email foq@friends-

ofquivira.org. 

   After the clinic, everyone moves to the 

Kids Fishing Pond where the kids try their 

luck at catching the “big one.” Poles, bait, 

bug repellant and guidance are provided at 

no charge. Certificates will be provided to 

those catching a fish. 

   In case the fish don’t find that nice fat 

night crawler tempting, there’s still a 

chance to “catch” a door prize provided 

by area merchants, Stafford and Rice 

County banks. 

   At noon, the Friends will provide a bar-

becue hamburger and hotdog lunch. Don’t 

forget to register or call the Refuge for 

more information. 



May 8 

The Great Migration 

Rally 

   A new event celebrating 

the annual spring bird mi-

gration, participants will 

“migrate” from QNWR 

along the Wetlands and 

Wildlife Scenic Byway to 

the Kansas Wetlands Edu-

cation Center at Cheyenne 

Bottoms Wildlife Area, 

collecting prize points. 

 

June 5 

Annual Fishing Clinic 

   Participants begin the 

morning with a clinic, fea-

turing several fishing-

related programs, followed 

by fishing at the Kids Fish-

ing Pond. The event ends 

with lunch and prize draw-

ings. 
 

Sept. 17 

Monarch Mania 

   This event focuses on the 

Monarch butterfly’s ecol-

ogy and yearly migration 

to Central Mexico. In-

cludes children’s crafts and 

activities and after a dem-

onstration on proper tag-

ging techniques, partici-

pants catch, tag and release 

Monarchs. 
 

Oct. 16 

National Wildlife Refuge 

Week Celebration 

   Programs feature family- 

centered activities, with 

crafts, displays and dem-

onstrations. A supper and 

featured program ends the 

evening. The event is de-

signed to highlight differ-

ent aspects of QNWR 

wildlife and history. 

 

Late Fall 

Refuge Night Tour 
Date and time TBA 

Limited to 20 participants 

   This tour for MEMBERS 

ONLY, travels refuge 

roads not normally open to 

the public. Using spot-

lights, participants sight 

animals of the night often 

overlooked due to their 

nocturnal habits. 

Bend Zoo. Live birds, 

from falcons to owls, will 

be on display.  

    The theme for IMBD is 

“partnerships,” which has 

been important to develop-

ing and implementing the 

scenic byway and KWEC. 

The Friends of Quivira, 

QNWR and KWEC have 

combined efforts to put 

this event together. The 

Friends of Cheyenne 

Bottoms, which is just 

forming, also lent help.  

   Several businesses 

also donated items for 

the event including, 

JanSport, Great Bend 

Wal-Mart and Gander 

Mountain in Wichita. 

Continued from Page 1 

    Demonstrations, games 

and activities will take 

place at the Refuge and 

KWEC. Guest presenters 

include Tim Kimmel, mas-

ter falconer; Joyce Lent, 

Great Plains Nature Cen-

ter; the Fort Hays State 

University Ornithology 

Department; and Great 

Please take time to thank 

these businesses.   

   There is no charge for 

the event that is open to all 

ages, but participants are 

encouraged to pre-register 

by calling the Refuge, 620-

486-2393 or KWEC, 1-877

-243-9268 by May 3. 

Friends events for 2010 

Rally 
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Friends 

of Quivira 

Board 

President:  

Pam Martin 

Vice president: 

Ray Reno 

Secretary: 

Kim Volker 

Treasurer/

Membership: 

Mike Munz 

Members: 

Donnie Pound 

Carol McNickle 

Kim Volker  

Ron Baxter 

Jamee 

Dannebohm 

 

To contact the 

Board email: 

foq@friendsof 

quivira.org 



      This was no April Fools 

joke! The region was buzz-

ing with excitement the 

first of April due to an un-

usually large number of 

whooping cranes making 

an appearance at Quivira 

National Wildlife Refuge. 

   On the evening of March 

31, after receiving a visitor 

report of more than 20 

whooping cranes in the Big 

Salt Marsh area (which, 

incidentally, is a large 

enough number itself),  

Quivira Range Specialist 

Gary Meggers, QNWR 

Visitor Services Specialist 

Barry Jones, along with 

Refuge volunteer Ellen 

Jones, checked the area 

and counted 46 birds. This 

generated quite a bit of 

excitement, because there 

had previously never been 

that many whoopers 

sighted at the Refuge at 

one time. Nightfall pre-

vented the discovery of 

additional cranes. 

   The following morning 

of April 1, Meggers, Jones, 

employee Christine LaRue, 

and Kansas Department of 

Spring Whooping Crane extravaganza 

Refuge hires two new staff members 
developing a baseline 

vegetation map of the ref-

uge using GPS and Geo-

graphical Information Sys-

tem (GIS) that will help us 

monitor changes in vegeta-

tion and also provide valu-

able information for devel-

opment of the Comprehen-

sive Conservation Plan on 

which we have begun 

work. Jeff is living in Staf-

ford and Kimberly has not 

yet found a place to live, 

and is temporarily staying 

on the refuge. 

   Other recent news was 

the wildfire that occurred 

on the refuge around the 

Big Salt Marsh on April 3.  

The fire cause is still un-

known, but it ignited near 

the Scenic Byway Over-

look on the Sterling Road.  

It ignited under high south 

winds and low humidity 

and burned 2687 acres on 

the refuge and 899 acres on 

private land to the west of 

the Big Salt Marsh.  The 

fire was contained by back-

burning off the Marsh 

Road on the north and a 

refuge access road on the 

East. No facilities were 

damaged and the timing 

was actually beneficial to 

the refuge.   

   Extra care was taken dur-

ing the fire to protect the 

eagle nest by walking out 

and igniting under the nest-

ing tree to minimize flame 

heights when the fire was 

burning toward the trees.  

Eagles were observed on 

the nest the following day 

and have continued their 

nesting effort.   

   We had planned to burn 

the area around the Big 

Salt Marsh in 2011 and 

By Dan Severson 

Refuge Manager 
 

   Quivira NWR has two 

new employees working 

on invasive species control 

and biological monitoring.  

Jeff Hansen was hired as a 

4-year term appointment 

Range Technician and his 

primary duties are to con-

trol invasive plants such as 

salt cedar, Eastern red ce-

dar, Russian olive and 

Phragmites.  Jeff is retired 

from the Navy and earned 

a Wildlife Biology degree 

from Northwest Missouri 

State University.   

   Kimberly Farr was hired 

as a 2-year term Biological 

Technician with special 

Inventory and Monitoring 

funding we competed for 

and received from the Re-

gion. Kimberly will be 
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now we will be able to 

work on other areas next 

year.  We were assisted on 

controlling the fire by Staf-

ford County VFD, Great 

Bend FD, Ellinwood FD 

and Kansas Forest Service 

and we thank them for 

their support. 

   An update on the Recov-

ery Act construction pro-

jects: Contracts have been 

issued for all projects with 

design on the Head Quar-

ters office addition and 

Rattlesnake Creek Canal 

Structure D starting in mid

-April and Migrant’s Mile 

Hiking Trail paving project 

to begin in late April.  We 

anticipate construction to 

start actual construction in 

late July on the HQ office 

and in August for the water 

control structure. 

even occasionally calling 

and displaying to one an-

other. However the visit 

was short-lived:  by mid-

morning on April 1 all of 

the whooping cranes had 

left the Refuge area. 

   The first spring 2010 

whooping crane Refuge 

sighting was March 18. 

The last report was of one 

bird observed at the Refuge 

area on April 17.  A record 

of 91 birds were reported 

on or near the Refuge this 

spring, the previous high 

being 25 in 2008. 

Wildlife and Parks em-

ployee Mike Rader sur-

veyed the entire Refuge.  

The searchers were in for 

an even bigger surprise:  a 

total of 76 whooping 

cranes were counted! The 

birds were present in Big 

Salt Marsh, Little Salt 

Marsh, and other areas, 

respectively. One group 

alone had 25 cranes. 

   For bird enthusiasts and 

other visitors, this unprece-

dented occurrence was a 

treat.  The whoopers spent 

a few hours resting, and 



Friends of Quivira Membership Form 
 

To become a Friends member and an active participant in promoting Quivira National 

Wildlife Refuge, please complete the following form and mail to: 

Mike Munz, Box 13, Hudson, KS 67545 

 
Please make check or money order to “Friends of Quivira.” Your membership is tax deductible. 

 

 

Name or Organization _______________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address ____________________________________________________________________ 

Phone No. ___________________ Email address __________________________________________ 

Annual Membership Levels: 

Student (18 & under) $5                                         Individual $10   Family  $15       

Donor  $50                Sponsor—Piping Plover $100                     Patron—Least Tern $250 

Benefactor—Whooping Crane $500                 Life Member—Bald eagle $1,000 

If you would like to volunteer at events and activities please check here  

   Several Friends Board members and QNWR Visi-

tor Services Specialist Barry Jones attended the Re-

gion 6 and 7 Friends Conference April 9-11 in 

Wichita. Attending were Jamee Dannebohm, Pam 

Martin, Mike Munz and Donnie Pound. 

   In addition to Friends groups from throughout the 

Central Great Plains region, the Friends group from 

Alaska also attended. Because of great distances, 

their group often meets by email and when they do 

get together, they have to fly by plane 800 miles or 

more. It puts new meaning to “rural.” 

   Workshops the members attended included: Citi-

zen Science programs, Using Social Media to Find 

and Organize Support, Birding Initiative—

Connecting Birders and Refuges, Managing Your 

Friends Organization, Recruiting and Retaining 

Membership and Developing a Strategic Plan for 

Your Friends Organization. 

   The Friends also co-presented a session with Jack 

Lalor, Tewawkon NWR, on Wildlife-oriented Spe-

cial Events.  

   All those who attended returned home with lots of  

Friends Board attends Regional Conference 
new ideas and energy to tackle projects. 

   While at the meeting, the Friends discovered FOQ 

and former Refuge Manager Dave Hilley were one 

of the featured Friends groups in a new publication, 

“Soaring to New Heights—A Guide to Creating a 

Sustainable Friends/Refuge Collaboration.” Actu-

ally, FOQ and the Refuge are the first to be featured 

in the publication. 

   On the inside cover is this quote from Dave, “I 

can’t imagine managing a refuge without a Friends 

group. It’s the best thing we’ve ever done.” 

   In a continuing effort to forge partnerships, the 

FOQ joined the Great Plains Nature Center Friends 

and GPNC Friends joined FOQ. QNWR employee 

Lorrie Beck is located at GPNC and has been attend-

ing FOQ Board meetings. Lorrie has helped out at 

several Friends events and has shared her expertise. 

The Friends look forward to expanding the partner-

ship. 

   Barry Jones also attended the Regional Byway 

Conference held April 7-9 in Great Bend. 
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